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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A study of the major early Greek philosophers that have been influential in theology. Special attention will be 
given to Plato and Aristotle. 

 
METHODOLOGY 
 The remarkable intellectual and cultural flourishing that occurred in the Greek City States and Colonies in 
the 6th to 4th centuries B.C. provide Western Civilization with the basic themes and structures for reflection that 
find expression even in the current Postmodern moment. This course will employ close textual analysis of the 
foundational philosophical writings of the Pre-Socratic, Platonic, Aristotelean, Stoic, and Neoplatonic writers to 
familiarize the student with the basic elements of this ancestral heritage. Short carefully crafted reflections on 
these texts and in-class discussion will anchor this philosophical exploration. 

.  
 
Part 1 – The Pre-Socratics and the birth of Western Philosophy 
 
Part 2 – Socrates and Plato – the Intellectual Heights of Humble Wonder 
 
Part 3 – Aristotle – Wisdom and the Great Synthesis of Knowledge 
 
Part 4 – Sophist and Stoic – Wisdom betrayed 
 
Part 5 – the Neoplatonic Ascent – the Rhythm of Transcendence  
 
 
As student contributions through discussion and group work are significant, students should prepare for each 
class by completing the required readings and understanding the key themes introduced in the readings.  
 
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 

Teaching-Educating Mission 
To introduce students to the foundational philosophical thinkers of Western Civilization. To explore the ancient 

wisdom concerning nature, the human person, political life and the Divine. 
 

Spiritual Formation 
To trace the patterns of how human life and thought opens up the contemplative encounter of the transcendent. 

To encounter the shape of Reason that provided a welcome for the revelation of the Logos. 
 

Pastoral Formation 
To develop the pastoral tools of listening with humility and disciplined attention. To welcome the wisdom of the 

ancients.  
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Formation for Social Ministry 
To explore the foundations of Western ethical and political life. 

 
Human Formation 

In a moment of postmodern relativism to develop the intellectual and moral tools to relentlessly move beyond 
opinion and custom in the love of Truth, Beauty, and the Good. 

 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS (NTC Bookstore) 
 

 Forrest E .Baird & Walter Kaufmann, Ancient Philosophy (Philosophical Classics, Fourth Edition, Volume I), 
(Prentice Hall: New Jersey, 2003) 
 

 
REQUIRED READINGS:  There will be both handouts and internet references of required texts  
 
REFERENCE SECTION:  Key texts are on Two-Hour Reserve in the NTC Library. 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 

 
Ten two-page responses to questions posed on the basis of reading the text:              80% 
Five page summary reflection of one theme of course and class Symposium 
 during Final Exam period                 20% 

 
 
 

Class Structure: 
 

Every Class will comprise two parts: 
Period One: discussion based on Reflection Papers on previous week’s texts 

Period Two: presentation and exploration of philosophical texts 
Students must have reflection papers prepared for the beginning of every class. 

 
Course Outline 

 
Part 1 – The Pre-Socratics and the birth of Western Philosophy 

(1) September 9 – Introduction to Greek Philosophy: Cosmology, Ethics, Metaphysics 
(2) September 16 – Parmenides and the exploration of the nature of Being 

 
Part 2 – Socrates and Plato – the Intellectual Heights of Humble Wonder 

(1) September 23 – The Meno and the Symposium  
(2) September 30 – The Apology 
(3) October 7 – The Crito and the Phaedo  
(4) October 14 – The Republic 
(5) October 21 - The Republic 
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Part 3 – Aristotle – Wisdom and the Great Synthesis of Knowledge 
(1) October 28 – the Categories and the Physics 
(2) November 4 – the Metaphysics 
(3) November 18- the Nichomachean Ethics 
(4) November 25 – The Nichomachean Ethics 
(5) December 2 – The Politics 
       
 

 
 
Part 4 (December 9) – Stoicism  and the Neoplatonic Ascent – the Rhythm of Transcendence  

- The Enneads  
 
Part 5 (December 16)– FINAL SYMPOSIUM 

 
 

Note concerning papers: 
 

Papers shall by typed (12 point), double spaced, and formatted in accordance with Kate L. 
Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 6th edition (Chicago, IL: 
University of Chicago Press, 1996). All policies in the Student Handbook – especially concerning 

plagiarism – apply to course work. 
 

Papers must be handed in on time.  

 
 

Final Symposium (40%) 
December 14, 2016 

The Class and Professor will determine the topic on December 2 and will share a meal, libations, and discussion 
of the summary papers. 


